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Income Inequality, Poverty, and 
Human Flourishing



Flourishing (Shalom) is the Goal

Shalom is human health and wholeness…resulting in 
strength, fertility and longevity…the vision of shalom is at 
the core of God’s redeeming work….



Economic Realities

• We live in world of scarce resources that 
have multiple and competing ends
• Prices help us allocate
• Our decisions bring costs

• Incentives matter for human 
decision-making

• When we focus on our gifts we better serve 
others



INCOME INEQUALITY:
WHAT DOES IT TELL US?
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• How are people doing?
• What are the consumption 

capabilities of the poor?
• What does it take to no 

longer be poor?
• What does “good” look like?

What does the Gini tell us?
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Income Mobility Trends






